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£ida monastery, first seat of the Serbian autocephalous archbishopric, 1219, and also where 
the first Serbian kings were crowned. 



















From the 
1987 President 

I would first like to thank the membership for 
allowing me to be the president of YACO for the 
last two years. 1 must admit that at times it was a 
lot of hard work, but when the events we were 
woring on came off so successfully, it was worth 
all the effort, as did the December 6th Christmas 
Dinner. In my opinion it was one of the best parties 
we have ever had. I’ve had a few phone calls from 
members who were of the same opinion. We had a 
lot of raffle items donated by friends, members, 
and merchants: Brennan Street Florist, a decorated 
plant; Gift Certificate from the Stuft Pizza; canned 
nam from Freedom Foods; 10 games of bowling, 
Cabrillo Lanes; a beautiful lighted snow house from 
members Rose and Martin Santich; jewelery box 
and two sets of crocheted clothes hangers from John 
and Lucy Selak; poinsettia plant from El Pajaro 
Gardens; bourbon from Nick Derpich;two cassettes 
(Split Festival), Nina Matulich; a Gift Certificate 
from Fairway Market;and wine from Ann and Andy 
Soldo. 

One thing I did during my administration was to 
amend the By-laws (check last month’s Kalifornski) 
and because of that amendment GOLD MEMBER¬ 
SHIP CARDS (Life Membership) were given out to: 
Lena Strazicich 
Irene Strazicich 
Ruza Polovina 
Nick Derpich 
Jack Novcich 
Mary Lukrich 
Martin Grizich 
Mary Jennings 
Ann Bopp 
Ana Jurach 
Madi Colendich 
Draga Deretich 
Vice Matulich 


MC® Mtsm'ihHzrf 



Marty Frasiiefii 


BOB CULBERTSON 
ROCKY FRANICH 


★ Lowest Prices on Cars 

★ Two Modern Service Depts. 

★ Convenient to all 

Santa Cruz & Monterey Residents. 


MARTY FRANICH FORD WATSONVILLE 
MARTY FRANICH LINCOLN-MERCURY 


At the January 3rd meeting, 1 will be turning the 
gavel over to a very hard working, conscientious 
person in Jerry Gospodnetich. I know he will uphold 
the high standards of YACO. 

I would like to thank the members who held 
office during the past two years: Emme Colendich 
and George Jurickovich, vice presidents; Walter 
Zurowski and Carole Gospodnetich, treasurers; Eva 
Bulich, financial secretary; and Geri Heebner, pub¬ 
licity. It has been a pleasure working with you. There 
will be a new face in the “88” administration. Nick 
Miloslavich has been elected secretary. Thank you, 
Nick, for joining the team. 

The fact that I will be stepping down does not 
mean I will be stepping out. I will be around to do 
anything I can to help YACO pid to help keep it 
one of the TOP Yugoslav organizations in the area. 

And once again, it has been my pleasure. 


Thank you, 
RON 



F. KUSANOV1CH 
PATRICIA KUSANOVICH 





■CARRIAGE SQUARE” 
15 59 MERIDIAN AVE. 
SAN JOSE CALIF. 95125 

(408) 269-9171 


























NO HOST BAR -5:30 
KUPUS I KOBASICA - 6.30 

Music — Dancing — Raffle 

RESERVATION ONLY 
Only 150 tickets available 
Call Babe at 724-1284 

PLEASE COME 
HELP US CELEBRATE 

Ron & J erry cooking 



Reservation Deadline February 1, 1988 
NO TICKETS AT DOOR 
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Presented as submitted by 
BABE BRAUTOVICH HILL 


HO, HO, HO .. with Christmas and New Years out 
of the way, what next??? Have you ever said “I’ll 
be glad when the Holidays are over with” then three 
months later at tax time you say “My God is it that 
time already?” I think we spend half of our life 
wishing away and the other half wondering where 
the time goes, it’s that time of year again, sorry . . . 
Did you get enough to eat at the Christmas dinner??? 
I didn’t go back for seconds, but I had my plate 
piled high the first time, those potatoes were out of 
this world, it was all great; didn’t you think so??? 
Many thanks go out to; Sasha, Mis and Brayn 
Radich, these three (with Nevenka’s help) did all 
the spoons, forks and knives. Heart felt thanks to 
Rose Santich for her donation, many, many thanks 
to Karalyn Hall (El Pajaro Gardens) for the lovely 
poinsettia plant, that went as a door prize. Winners 
were Stella Lucich, Milan Popovich, Ann Dobler, 
Cecil Hamblin, there was one more door prize 
winner and 1 can’t remember who it was, they say 
there is something wrong with forgetful people but 
1 can’t remember what they call it... oh well next 
time maybe ... Did you know that East Lake Liquor 
and Deli has YIjivovica and KruYkovac in stock and 
is trying to get proYek, to je dobro, da?? ... did 1 
tell you that 1 won the 50/50 raffle, and to you 
guys who want to share and share alike, yes, yes, 
yes I gave Ron half, well almost half ... I believe 
that Linda Wathan Espejo’s little daughter Mary- 
anna was the youngest member present at the Dec. 

6 dinner Dobro Dosli Marijana . . . We have some 
good cooks among us, in the paper I saw Ann Dobler 
and Stephanie Bokariza, but the chocolate cake 
baker of the year praise goes to JO PUHERA thanks 
Jo . . . Good thoughts and positive Energies to Mary 
Gizdich, you look fantastic Mary . . . names and 
faces are too numerous to mention, but here are a 
few out-of-towners M/M Antone Matulich, M/M 
Milan Popovich, M/M Shane Ann Market, M/M 
Leonardich, Audry Felger, M/M Bob Salinovich, 
M/M John Hajdich, Mary Grogan, Lucille Ragghi- 
anti, Marie Devery, Carolyn Hardin, Katie Hazad- 
ovac, Janice Market . . . 


toodle 



Payless for Carpets #3 

(The name says it all) 



1040 East Lake Avenue 
in East Lake Village Shopping Center 

722-71 99 

Andy and Pat Gulermovich, owners 



DR. RONALD P. BROOKS (Taiijancich) 


CHIROPRACTOR 


Fifteen Penny Lane, #2 
Watsonville, California 95076 


728-1030 
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DON’T FORGET — Membership Dues for 1988 are now due. 

If YOU are over 80 and qualify for our new 
HONORARY LIFE MEMBERSHIP 
please contact Carole Gospodnetich 
so you will not have to pay the Dues. 

LET’S MAKE 1988 YACO’s YEAR! 

■— - ■— - 1 ■■ — • — — " m --- 



W JOHN JVEL iCH \ 
r FREEDOM HEATING N 
Sheet Metal/Air.Conu 
1939 FREEDOM BLVD. 
FREEDOM, CA. 95019 

O 408 724 8900 


Yugoslav Radio Hoiar 

REMEMBER to listen to the YUGOSLAV 
RADIO HOUR every Sunday at 9:35 a.m. 
on radio station KOMY, 1340 on the dial. 

ANDY & ANN SOLDO are your hosts and 
bring you the finest in old favorites as well 
as the very latest music from Yugoslavia. 
They will be happy to play any special 
requests you irugnt ask for whether it be for 
birthday, anniversary, or for any special 
announcement. 
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CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS FROM SERBIA 


Preparations for the celebration of Christmas start early on Christmas Eve. In the kitchen the dough is readied for 
the bread. pogaC^a — unleavened bread. Little figurines are also created for decorations. A meadow is designed for 
the head of household (domaCTin), oxen for adult males who do the plowing, sheep and swine for young shepherds, 
and the more adept fashion an entire Nativity scene. The day before Christmas is a fast day with total abstinence 
of meat, poultry, fats, milk and milk derivatives. Hence, the food is of a simple variety - boiled beans, cabbage 
and potatoes, fruits, nuts, dried plums and figs, and always honey. 

While the women are busy in their kitchens and around the house, men go to a nearby forest and cut a young tree 
which is then cleaned of its branches and leaves, whereupon the log is placed in front of the house. The oak tree is 
the most readily available. Also, when the oak log is placed on the fire, it keeps on burning evenly and steadily. 

Towards evening, when everything is ready for the festivities and families dressed in their finest, one child is delegated 
to fetch the log. He enters wishing all a jolly Christmas Eve (C'estit Badnjak). The father returns the greeting, throws 
a handful of wheat on him for good health, accepts the log and places it in the fireplace. In the meantime, mother 
spreads straw throughout the house, depicting the manger in which Jesus had lain. Candles are lit, the Christmas 
hymn (see facing page) is sung. After an exchange of greetings and embraces, family and friends sit at the table to 
partake in a festive supper. During the course of the evening, groups of singers (Koledari) sing in front of neighbours’ 
houses and are treated with food and hot rakija (plum brandy, also known as Sumadinski dfaj). 

On Christmas Day a special treat is reserved for the first visitor who appears at someone’s house (pola2ajnik). He 
is ushered into the house, offered food and drinks - then gifts are exchanged. Later the family attends church 
services. 

Before the midday meal begins, a large, round, unleavened bread is brought to the table. Inside it there is a coin. 
Sometimes this coin is an heirloom, a gold piece used every year for this occasion. In other provinces a different 
coin is used each year. All members of the family form a circle and support this bread (fesnica) with their hands 
and rotate it. At a given sign each one pulls apart the portion he or she holds and one of the segments contains 
the coin. Rotation of the Cfesnica is to prevent anyone knowing the location of the coin. 

The ensuing meal is very rich, and consists of soup, plenty of meat with vegetables, cheese, fruit and an endless 
variety of sweets. Liquor and wine is served during the meal, and Turkish coffee at the end. After the meal, the 
family usually parts: youngsters go to play with their friends, adults go to visit friends or receive them. Everybody 
makes a point of seeing all the relatives in the village. 

This idyllic description of traditional Christmas rituals has, of course, been subject to changes. An urban family, 
living up high in a multi-story apartment house, is in no position to go out and cut their own Yule log. And, the 
same can be said of all other traditions related to the life of a farming family in a small village. But, the essentials 
are kept. So is the attendance of church services, songs, and food and drinks. 

The Serbian church still observes the Julian calendar, inaugurated by Julius Caesar in 45 B.C. This calendar was 
an enormous improvement over all previous systems, but still it was not completely accurate. The difference of 
about eleven minutes between a solar year and the Julian calendar became appreciable after several centuries. 
Pope Gregory XIII in 1582 A.D. corrected the calendar by eliminating ten days from the year 1582 (the day after 
October 4, 1582 became October 15, 1582). The adoption of the Gregorian calendar was not universal. The 
American colonies made the switch in 1752. Other countries have been even slower: Japan, 1873; China, 1912; 
Greece, 1924; and Turkey, 1927. The difference between the Julian calendar and the Gregorian calendar has by 
now accumulated to thirteen days. Hence, the Serbian Christmas is celebrated thirteen days after December 25 th, 
i.e. January 7th. 

- Naida Nicholas 
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FRANZ LEHAR and “THE MERRY WIDOW” 

In October and December we carried parts of 
an article about the historic basis of Franz Lehar s 
operetta, ai The Merry Widow” ana Crown Prince 
Danilo of Montenegro. The following cartoon and 
epilogue complete the article . We tnank Nicholas 
Kovacevich for submitting this material , and the 
author, Nikola Radovich, for sharing this with us. 


In New York the opera-going public was very 
enthusiastic and "crazy’ about the ‘ Merry Widow, * 
and anything that was for sale carrying its name 
found a ready market. This was so very well illus¬ 
trated by a cartoon which appeared in the Evening 
American in 1909: "When tne Town goes crazy 
(in the “Merry Widow” in New York). 


WHEN THE TOWN GOES GRAZY 
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The Merry Widow” in New York. Cartoon from 
The Eucniny /I nicrican, 


1909 


LUKE A. SCURICH 

Roprosonting 

Watsonville Insurance Associate;;, Inc. 


F08 ALL VOUR 
IHSUSAHCE E1EEUS 



Phone 408 722-3541 


320 East Lako Ava. Watsonvillo. CA 95078 

YACO Member 


i 

f 


Some Coincidences as an Epilogue : 

In addition to the political background of this 
famous opera in Lehar’s biography, “Gold & Silver,” 
there are some interesting events from Hitler’s era: 

“Adolf Hitler (1889 - 1945) saw his beloved 
operetta for the first time from a gallery standing- 
room at the Theater an-der-Wien’in October 1907, 
at a time when he was trying in vain to get into the 
Viennese Academy of Art. 

“Then for the second time, “The Merry Widow” 
acquired a new notoriety during WWII as Adolf 
Hitler’s favorite operetta. Apparently ‘Der Furher’ 
conveniently forgot the fact that both librettists 
were jews. Because of Hitler’s enthusiasm for the 
operetta, its composer (Lchar) was sometimes 
falsely accused of being a Nazi, which he most 
certainly was not. For one thing, Lehar was married 
to a non-Aryan; for another thing, he was subjected 
to house arrest by the Gestapo because he refused 
to leave his wife. But the suspicion of a Nazi affili¬ 
ation continued to cling to him up until the time 
of his death in 1984 (in Zurich), a fact which em¬ 
bittered him greatly,” 







53 Orchard Way 
Novato, CA 94947 


Your Source for Records & Cassettes 
by the 

BALKAN ALL-STARS 
the 

BECAR1 TAMBURITZA ORCHESTRA 
the 

BYRNIE BAKER BAND 

also offers a selection of 
Yugo BUMPER STICKERS 

the YUGOSLAV/AMERICAN 
SONG BOOK 

and hand-crafted Baked Enamel 
Yugo Folk Design 
JEWELRY 

Please send for catalog / price list 





















































































worldwide travel 

Airlines / Tours /Cruises / Trains / Hotel & Car Reservations 


Monday - Friday 9 a.m. - 5 
976 East Lake Avenue 
''East Lake Village" 
Watsonville, CA 95076 

728-7766 



p.m. 
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M«mo©f 


Our World 



citwrtA*™ Is Your World 


Steve & Joan Knego 
owners 

Ann Nanut 


SUPPORT YACO 

Remember lo support our advertisers. We 
appreciate tlieir support of the Kalifomski. 
When visiting our advertisers, mention that you 
saw tlieir ad in the Kalifornski. 


* YU 




IS 


8 : 


* 


JUGOBANKA 

TOUR YUGOSLAV BANK IN THC U.S.A. 


JUG08 ANKA REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE IN LOS ANGELES CAN OPEN 
A PASSBOOK SAVING ACCOUNT FOR YOU IF TOU HAVE SAVINGS 
IN JUGOBANKA, OR WE CAN OPEN A TINE - DEPOSIT ACCOUNT FOR 
YOUR SAV IffG, IF YOU WISH. 

AT YOUR JUGOBANKA REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE IN LOS ANGELES YOU 
CAN HAKE SAVINGS W1THDRAWLS AT ANT TINE FROM YOUR ACCOUNTS 
WITH ANY OF JUGOBANXA BASIC BANKS IN YUGOSLAVIA IF YOU 
HAVE A DAY-TO-DAY PASSBOOK ACCOUNT. 

IF YOU DON'T HAVC AN ACCOUNT WITH J UGOBANKA, WE CAN BE 
STILL OF HELP; WE WILL HAKE TOUR HONEY TRANSFERS TO 
FRIENDS AND RELATIVES IN YUGOSLAVIA. 

JUGOBANKA IS PLEASED TO LET YOU KNOW THAT THE INTERNATIONAL 
VISA CARD IS NOW AVAILABLE FOR ITS CUSTONERS. 

YOU CAN BUY "IASTAVA AND "IDA-KIKINDA" ("OPEL") CARS, 
TRACTORS AWO OTHER GOODS IN YUGOSLAVIA THROUGH JUGOBANKA. 

FOR NORE INFORMATION REGARDING OUR SERVICES, PLEASE CALL: 


JUGOBANKA 
REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE 
3440 WILSHXRE BLVD., SUITE 1206 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90010 
TELEPHONE: 20/333-3384 
20/383-3385 

"WELCOME TO JUGOBANKA" 



Jewellery from 4th Century Sirmium, 
site of present-day Sremsfa . 





































NEW NEW NEW 



Yl/GQS£J$V 4fRliN£S 

INTRODUCES 


DIRECT 



SERVICE 




C°10 


Between: 


LOS ANGELES 






LAVIA 



JAT — First and the only direct airline from the West Coast 

JAT — The only airline that can take you from the USA to 18 Yugoslav cities 

JAT - The only airline between the USA and Yugoslavia that does not charge its passengers for 
inflight drinks (must be over 21) and headsets 

JAT - The only airline that flies wide-body jets between the USA and Yugoslavia 

JAT - The lowest fares between the USA and Yugoslavia. Our fares from Los Angeles start from 
$753.00 for a round trip ticket 

JAT — The only airline that speaks your language 

JAT - The only airline you should fly to Yugoslavia 

For further information, please see your travel agent or contact us at: 

YUGOSLAV AIRLINES 
3440 Wilshire Blvd., #1203 

(213) 388-0379 Los Angeles, CA 90010 
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JOIN US TODAY ! 

I 

I 

I 

YACO was established in 1979 as a non-profit club J 
without political or religious ties for the sole purpose 
of bringing together Yugoslavs and other interested I 
persons to make known and to preserve our Slavic * 
heritage. We are proud that among our membership g 
we have families and individuals whose roots repre- g 
sent each region of present-day Yugoslavia, as well B 
as non-slavic members who support the club’s goals. jj 

B 

a 

A year-around series of programs and events has 0 
proven an enjoyable way for YACO to provide its jj 
focus on Slavic heritage. Such activities include j 
picnics, lectures and slide presentations on Yugo- S 
slavia and its historic culture, plus potluck and sit- jj 
down dinners. We also publish a monthly newsletter, g 
THE KALIFORNSKI, full of interesting articles, a 
recipes, and news of our area’s Yugoslav community, jj 

0 

a 

Our meetings (the first Sunday of each month) may Q 
include a potluck, special dinner, films, dancing, and ® 
raffles, plus we hold an annual July barbeque. U 

a 


Won’t you accept our invitation to join us? We’re 
sure you’ll soon find YACO to be one of your 
favorite clubs. 


Our dues are as follows-. 

Single membership.$12 

Family membership.$18 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

Name:- Birth date: 

Husband: - 

Wife:- 

Address:- 


a 

a 

B 

D 

s 

0 

3 

s 

3 

3 

3 

8 

a 

3 

B 

2 

5 

H 

a 

5 


Phone number:-" 

tl 

Interests:-2 

3 

---— a 

_9 

3 

Yugoslav Background:- j 

v 

ii 

-- — Q 

Children under 18 included in Family Membership: 3 

3 

--- a 

___ e 


ATTENTION: 

THE KALIFORNSKI is your publication. If there 
is anything in particular that you would like to see 
in any future issues, please don’t hesitate to con¬ 
tact us. If you have any subjects relating to Yugo¬ 
slav heritage or about Yugoslavs, here or abroad, 
that you would like to share or see published in 
this newsletter, please let us know. We would 
appreciate your input in publishing this newsletter 
each month. If you have any questions or sugges¬ 
tions, please contact us: 

Dale Skillicorn and 

Janet (Pelich) Justus-Skillicorn 
c/o Rapid Offset Printing 
22 East Lake Avenue 
Watsonville, CA 95076 
(408)724-2900 

SUGGESTED TOPICS: 

1. Trips by YACO members 

2. Visitors from the Old Country 

3. Newspaper or magazine articles about 
Yugoslavia or Yugoslavs, local or abroad 

4. Weddings, anniversaries, graduations, 
birth announcements, or special 
celebrations by YACO members 

5. Civic or cultural contributions by 
Yugoslavs 

6. Yugoslav recipes 

7. Yugoslav songs, poetry or stories 

8. Special family traditions for holidays, 
etc. 

9. Yugoslav stories for children 

10. Anything you think might be of interest 
to YACO members 


NEW BE ASSUME 

A new DEADLINE has been sec for the 10th 
of each month so that we might get the paper 
out even earlier. It seems that our members 
out of WatsonvilJ e are not receiving their 
KALIFORNSKI early enough to plan on attending 
any of our programs. Members in Watsonville 
receive their copies at least two days after 
mailing so it seems to be a problem with a 
hold up at the post office. If I don’t have 
the information in time, 1 will not be able 
to publish it until the next issue. REMEMBER 
to send me any information by the 10th of each 
month. 
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OFFICERS 


CALENDAR 


President: 

JERRY GOSPODNETICH. 724-7652 

Vice President: 

GEORGE JURICKOVICH. 722-4444 

Treasurer / Financial Secretary: 

CAROLE GOSPODNETICH . 724-7652 

Secretary: 

NICKMILOSLAVICH. 476-7112 

Publicity Director: 

RON HILL. 724-1284 


No Paper? 

If someone you know is not receiving the KAL1FORNSKI. 
please let us know. We publish this for you. the member¬ 
ship. and would like each of you to have the opportunity 
to keep in touch with YACO. Contact us at Rapid Offset 
Printing. 22 East Lake Avenue. Watsonville. C'A 95076 
(408) 724-2900. 

Dale Skillicom and Janet (Pclich) Justus-Skillicorn 


Jan. 3 Meeting — Installation of Officers. 

7 p.m. V.F.W. Hall, Freedom 

Feb. 7 YACO’s 9th Birthday Party — 

Kupus I Kobasica —Reservation Only. 
No Host Bar 5:30 — Dinner 6:30 
V.F.W. Hall, Freedom 




YUGOSLAV-AMER1CAN 
CULTURAL ORGANIZATION, INC. 

P.O. Box 226 
Watsonville. CA. 95077 
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